SHORT NOTES

ceOe mapTHEPA HA OCHOBE CHUMNATHM W aHTUHATHH —— 3TO CKPBITHIA, HE CONPOBOXAAIOILHHCA
KAKUMU-JIUOO BBIPAXKEHHBIMH ITOBEAEHUYECKMMHM OCOOEHHOCTIMM 3Tall, NPOTEKAUINH B (eB-
pane, U CyIUTh O €ro HAJIMYHUHM MOXHO JIMIIbL HA OCHOBE BCTPeY OTHAC/IBHBIX Iap, 4acTO Momna-
MAIOIMXCA BHE CTaM, a TAKXKE CTPEMIICHHS MHOTHUX YJICHOB CTAl ACPXKATDHCS, NEpeMeliaThCs,
KOPMMThCH, B3JIETATh U YXOAUTH OT MPECIeNOBAHUA NapaMu. MakcuManbHOe BO30YKIEHHUE,
OXBATBHIBAIOLIlEE BCEX CAMIIOB B CTAa€ U BBI3BIBAIOILEC HANPSIKEHAHU BHYTPH CYLIECTBYIOLIEN
IPYINAPOBKYU, IPUBOAUT K YCHUIICHUKO KOHQIIMKTOB MEXAY 4IEHAMH CTaH, KOTOPBIE COMNpO-
BOXJIAKOTCA XAPAKTEPHBIM JEMOHCTPALMOHHbBIM MOBEACHUEM — I'PYNIIOBBIM TOKOBAHHEM,;
CIIApUBAHUS B 9TOT NMEPUOA HE OTMEUEHO. JJaHHBIN 3Tall KPATOK, HO IIPUBOAUT K PE3KOMY YC-
KOPCHHIO PACNAJCHUSA 3HMOBOYHbBIX CTaH, MIO3ITOMY MOXET CYUTATLCS I'PAHULEH, pa3dessio-
IIeH 3UMHUK, CTAMHBIM IIEPHUO/ B XXU3HU KYPOIIATOK U THE3OBBIM IIEPHOJ, HA NMPOTIHKEHUU
KOTOPOTO NTULIBI TPOSIBISIOT TEPPUTOPHUAIIBHOCTD, & OpavyHOe MOBENEHUE MEXKIY YICHAMH Ce-
MEHMHOM I1aphl 3aBEPUIACTCS CITAPUBAHHUEM.
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First vecord of the albino Common Swift (Apus apus) in Tver, Russia

Ilepeoe coobuienue o naxooke ocoou-arvounoce uépnozo cmpudnca (Apus apus) ¢ 1eepu,
Poccus

Although quite rare in a wild, the phenomenon of albinism i1s widespread in almost all the spe-
cies of birds and generally related to the lack of melanins’ synthesis due to the recessive gene muta-
tion. Term albino generally stays for birds, which fully lack melanins, thus having not only dull
white plumage, bill and claws, but red (or, rather, pinkish) eyes and legs. As we look through the
literature and reports, we see that swifts are by no means an exclusion from this rule.

One of the first records belongs to Wing (1939), who reported his observations upon albino
Chimney Swift (Chaetura pelagica) in a flock of about a dozen feeding birds. The more relevant
information due to its relation to the species in question comes from Gerber (1958). He reported a
complete albino Common Swift, found dead in Leipzig on September 4", 1951. No also mentioned
an oral report by Dathe, who has seen «einen weillen Mauersegler liber der Siidvorstadt» of the
same city as early as in spring of 1944, along with an information of Schifferli, who met a partial
albino Common Swift in Sempach in 1956. Another partial albino was met by Catley on June, 28"
and July, 2™ of 1977 in Humberside (Catley, Sharrock, 1978). On July, 21% of 1970 Britton (1979)
observed a Common Swift, which had a plumage patterns similar to those of Alpine Swift (Apus
melba). The latter is an example of certain difficulty in identifying partially pigmented swifts in
flight, since a considerable number of swift species normally have white patterns in plumage (f. 1.
A. melba, A. caffer, A. affinis, A. pacificus) (Catley, Sharrock, 1978; Tenovuo, 2003). There are a
number of relatively recent records of partial and complete albinos of Common Swift. Partial albi-
nos have been seen and photographed by Catley in 2003-2004 (Catley, 2005) and Haupt (2003), as
well as a complete albino is reported on Stratford Islands, UK (Anon., 2006).

As we can see from the short synopsis given above, most of the recordings belong to partial albi-
nos, which are thus met more frequently. As for the so called pure albinos, only a few of them have
been collected; observations in flight are definitely not sufficient for identification of such a varation.
The observation presented here shows, that such an identification in flight must be made with caution.

The first for the region of Tver albino Common Swift has been found on August, 14" of 2006
by a schoolboy in the vicinity of a group of nine-storied buildings, where swifts regularly nest. The
bird was lying on the ground and apparently dying. After its death in a few hours, the swift has
been brought to the Zoology Dept. of Tver State University, where it was measured and prepared as
stuffed specimen. The measurements of the first-year male swift were: total body length — 141.0
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mm, wing length — 133.0 mm, tail length — 50.0 mm, bill length — 5.9 mm, bill height — 2.4
mm, bill width — 6.3 mm. They are significantly smaller, than those reported for normal birds of
the subspecies from Eastern Europe (Ptushenko, 1951). The bird body weight was not taken.

Due to the find of the bird on the ground it can not be told for certain, whether it flew or not. It
might have fallen from a nest without any attempt to fly. At least, external and internal observations
did not reveal any causes of the death of specimen. We strongly doubt that the death might have
been caused by the predator, since the white colour in swifts does not show the bird to predators
more, than the black color of normal forms. One of the explanations is that true albinos are less
robust, often have deficient eyesight and hearing and rarely survive for long. The other is contained
in the above mentioned article by Wing (1938; p. 80). He noticed, that «the other members of the
group seemed to recognize its (albino Chimney Swift — AZ) anomalous condition, for they pur-
sued it from time to time. No other bird received this attention. The flock rarely permitted the albi-
no to remain unmolested during my half-hour of observation. At times the dives at the albino ap-
peared to be very savage, and the attacked one escaped only by dodging».

Despite its overall dull white appearance, typical for albino red eyes and feet, as well as white
bill and claws, the specimen in question at closer look turned out not to be a complete albino (Pho-
to). All feathers, except for those of the head, wings and tail, had traces of melanin in proximal two
thirds. We have not met in the literature the description of such type of an albinism 1n birds. How-
ever, something similar i1s observed in humans and called oculocutaneous albinism type 1 (OCALl),
where in one of subtypes a small amount of melanin may show up in hairs while eyes stay red (Oet-
ting et al., 1996).

We are grateful to the schoolboy, llya Burdinsky, for the providing of the unique specimen.
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Photo. The stuffed albino Common Swift. Note blurred
dark areas on the back and rump, showing melanin-bea-
ring proximal parts of corresponding contour feathers.

Domo. Hyueno arwbunoca 4éprnoco cmpuxca. Ha cnune
U HAOXBOCHILE UMEIOMCS PA3MbIMbIE MEMHbIE NAMHA, 00-
PA30BAHHBIE MEIAHUH-COOCPIHCAUUMU IPOK CUMATbHBIMU
YACMSMU COOMBEMCMBYIOWUX KOHIYPHBIX NePbes.
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