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The aim of this study was to investigate the unique find from the medieval 
Novgorod the Great – an almost complete skull of the young Eurasian beaver 
(Castor fiber L.). The Novgorod beaver has a large skull, which was equal to the 
skulls of the largest representatives of the modern autochthonous and 
reintroduced Eurasian populations of beaver of the same age. It even exceeded 
them in some measurements. Although it is difficult on the basis of the scarce 
sample to draw far-reaching conclusion, it is nevertheless interesting to suggest, 
that the basin of the River Volkhov had once been populated by the race of the 
large beavers, larger than many beavers, recently reintroduced in this region. 
Some beavers from the upper reaches of Don, Volga and Middle Oka, 
descending from animals from the autochthonous Voronezh population, 
approach to the Novgorod beaver. These animals belong to the subspecies 
Castor fiber orientoeuropaeus (Lavrov, 1981). Some measurements of the 
Novgorod beaver skull match the largest examples of the autochthonous or 
reintroduced representatives of C. f. belorussicus (Lavrov, 1981). Further studies 
are necessary to accept or discharge of the proposed hypothesis. 
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